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SDM 16 PC Chairs’ Welcome

It is our great pleasure to welcome you to the 2016 SIAM International Conference on Data Mining.
This year’s research track continues its tradition of providing a forum for researchers,  students,
practitioners and developers to exchange cutting-edge ideas, techniques and experience in the area
of Data Mining and other related areas of interest. 

This year we received 370 submissions authored by 991 researchers from all over the world. We
recruited 166 Program Committee (PC) members along with 35 Senior Program Committee (SPC)
members to help us with the review process.  Each Program Committee member was assigned to at
most seven papers while each Senior Program Committee member oversaw the review progress of
up to eleven papers.  A paper bidding phase was initiated among the reviewers once the submission
deadline passed. Each submitted paper was then assigned based on their bids and subject areas to
three Program Committee members to review.  We then had an interesting discussion phase, when
discrepancies among reviews were minimized. There were also three tele-conferences among the
senior PC members to reach a consensus on accepting or not papers. At the end, we accepted 96
excellent papers that together cover a wide range of areas in the frontier of Data Mining research
and are arranged into 16 technical  sessions.  The oral  presentation sessions,  "meet  the authors"
poster session, doctoral forum and tutorials give us a very full two and a half day technical program
in addition to the final half day devoted just to workshops.

We owe the success of the SDM 16 to the effort of several people. We first thank the authors for
submitting great papers for consideration and providing the content of the program. We hope that
the  feedback you received will  contribute  to  your  work.  We like  to  thank all  members  of  our
program committee, who evaluated the submissions based on originality, significance, and clarity of
writing, among other criteria. We also want to thank all external reviewers for the promptness in
reviewing papers in their areas of expertise. We also want to thank our senior program committee,
who faced the hard task of evaluating the submissions, the reviews and proposing the papers to be
accepted. It is their hard work that has guaranteed the quality of this program and we are deeply
grateful to them. We would also like to thank the general chairs, Carlotta Domeniconi and Ke Wang,
for their help and guidance together with the steering comittee, represented by its chair, Srinivasan
Parthasarathy,  and the  organization  committee  for  their  work in  preparing  the  proceedings  and
setting up the conference venue.  We are also sincerely grateful to all  the SIAM staff  members
whose efforts have made our lives much easier. 

We hope that  you will  find  SDM 16 interesting  and  thought-provoking and that  the  technical
program will provide you with a valuable opportunity to share ideas with other attendees.  Enjoy the
conference!

Sanjay Chawla and Wagner Meira Jr.
Program co-chairs
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