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Theme

Digital Physicality

Digital Physicality is the first volume of the conference proceedings of the 30" eCAADe con-
ference, held from 12-14 september 2012 in Prague at the Faculty of Architecture of Czech
Technical University in Prague. The companion volume is called Physical Digitality. Together,
both volumes contain 154 papers that were submitted to this conference.

Physicality means that digital models increasingly incorporate information and knowledge
of the world. This extends beyond material and component databases of building materials,
but involves time, construction knowledge, material properties, space logic, people behav-
iour, and so on. Digital models therefore, are as much about our understanding of the world
as they are about design support. Physical is no longer the opposite part of digital models.
Models and reality are partly digital and partly physical. The implication of this condition is
not clear however, and it is necessary to investigate its potential. New strategies are neces-
sary that acknowledge the synergetic qualities of the physical and the digital. This is not lim-
ited to our designs but it also influences the process, methods, and what or how we teach.

The subdivision of papers in these volumes follow the distinction made in the conference
theme. The papers in Digital Physicality have their orientation mainly in the digital realm,
and reach towards the physical part. It has to be granted that this distinction is rather crude,
because working from two extremes (digital versus physical) tends to ignore the arguably
most interesting middle ground.

Henri Achten, Jifi Pavli¢ek, Jaroslav Hulin, Dana Matéjovska
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DIGITAL PHYSICALITY

Digital Physicality is the first volume of the conference proceedings of the 30™ eCAADe conference,
held from 12-14 September 2012 in Prague at the Faculty of Architecture of Czech Technical University
in Prague. Physicality means that digital models increasingly incorporate information and knowledge
of the world. This extends beyond material and component databases of building materials, but involves
time, construction knowledge, material properties, space logic, people behaviour, and so on. Digital
models therefore, are as much about our understanding of the world as they are about design support.
Physical is no longer the opposite part of digital models. Models and reality are partly digital and partly
physical. The implication of this condition is not clear however, and it is necessary to investigate its
potential. New strategies are necessary that acknowledge the synergetic qualities of the physical and
the digital. This is not limited to our designs but it also influences the process, methods, and what or
how we teach.

eCAADe — the association for education and research in Computer Aided Architectural Design in europe
- had its first conference in 1982 (Delft, the Netherlands). The association covers Europe, Middle East,
North Africa and Western Asia and works in collaboration with other major associations in the field:
ACADIA (www.acadia.org), ASCAAD (www.ascaad.org), CAAD futures (www.caadfutures.org), CAADRIA
(www.caadria.org), and SIGraDI (wwuw.sigradi.org). eCAADe provides an international forum for reachers,
teachers, and practitioners in computer aided architectural design. Published papers are accessible via
the International Journal of Architectural Computing (www.architecturalcomputing.org) and CUMinCAD
(cumincad.scix.net). :
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