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K U R E K A I ' I G I I T . 



ACCOUNT OF THE RISING. 

W h e n the g o l d discovery occurted at G o l d e n Point , BallarnI, on A u g u s t 24lh, 1851 , Victoria, had not l o n g been 
created an independent colony. It liad b e c o m e independent tlien only in the sense of separation from N e w South 
W a l e s , and in h a v i n g a L i e u ' e n a n t - G o v e r n o r and a Parl iament of its o w n . B u t thai Parliainenl was not represen-
tative in more than a small degree . It was a s ingle H o u s e , and large ly c o m p o s e d of nominees of the C r o w n , the 
balance of m e m b e r s representing const i iuencies in which the masses , g a l h e r e d and increasing on ihe gold- f ie lds , h a d , 
not simply not a voice potential , but absolutely no voice at all. T h i s w a s an injus l ice ihat was attended wi th more 
than the usual d a n g e r s thai a c c o m p a n y w r o n g . T h e gold- i le lds i n h a b i t a n t s b e i n g outside Ihe myst ic circle of g o v e r n i n g 
power were p laced, at iitilio, in an alt itude of hosti l ity to the const i tuted atithorities. 

W h e n the European gold hunter arrived in Victor ia , just alter Ihe g o l d d iscovery , he no sooner found h imsel f 
upon the gold-fields than he was brought inio contact with a G o v e r n m e n t in the construction of which , and in Ihe 
direction of whose pol icy, be bad no more voice lhan ihe n a k e d a b o r i g i n e he saw p r o w l i n g about the bush. Before be 
could legal ly put pick or shovel inIo the ground, the d i g g e r had lo pay a h e a v y monthly tax, levied upon bim b y a 
Government and Parliament in which he w a s not represented. 

E n g b s h m e n , free from crime, were at the mercy in those d a y s of many demoral i sed and ruffianly pol icemen, w h o 
treated the d i g g e r s l ike felons, and were loo often abet ted b y their superiors in this treatment of men thus practical ly 
deprived of two centuries of pol i l ica l p iogrcss . T o these causcs of irritation were added suspic ions of corruption in the 
administ ia l ion of Ihe common law on the Ballarat gold-f ie ld, and this it was, as will presently appear, that precipitated 
the events w h i c h ended in ihe coll ision between the Q u e e n ' s t roops and the armed insurgents . B e g u n at B e n d i g o in 
1853, the agitation against the gold-f ields license tax, and for representat ion in Parl iament, w a s q u i c k l y taken up in 
Bal larat , and was ihere pushed forward with mote eventful incident to a more iragic conclusion. T h e outbreak was not 
that of a stupid, s lo l id , ignorant peasantry in arms against hay s lacks and threshing machines , but o f free-spiri led, 
inte l l igent , people, goaded to resistance by intolerable w r o n g , and g u i d e d — a t all events dur ing a port ion of the 
p e r i o d — b y men of education and character a m o n g themselves , a ided by a provincial press created and sustained for 
the most part by men also from a m o n g iheir own ranks. W h e n commissioners , magistrates, and troopers, h a d got 
used to treating the d i g g e r s as people lo be taxed and harried at pleasure, the offensive method of carry ing out the 
obnoxious license law Irad grown so irksome Ihat a le form of the \\holo svsiem was irresistibly pressed upon Ihe 
populat ion. A R e f o r m L e a g u e was formed for the redress ol gr ievances , and all the gold-f ie lds supported the organisa-
tion. T o w a r d s the middle of 1S54, Mr, L a t r o b e ' s successor. Sir C h a r l e s H o l h a m , and L a d y H o l h a m , vis i ted Ba l lara l , 
and, in spite of the exist ing grievances, they were loya l ly rece ived . 



T h e t i t le of i m i a l i o n a n d d i s c o n t e n t rose higViei a n d h i g h e r , a n d the m o r e exc i ted of t h e p o p u l a t i o n b e g a n to 
col lec t a r m s , t o fo rm l e a g u e s of t h e i r d i f f e r en t n a t i o n a l i t i e s , a n d t o discuss the p r o b a b i l i t i e s of oi>en insur rec t ion a n d a 
d e c l a r a t i o n of r evo l t f r o m Br i t i sh rule- A t l e n g t h , in t h e la t te r hal f of t he yea r 1854, a d i g g e r n a m e d J a m e s S c o h i e 
w a s k i l l ed in a scruf l le a t t h e E u r e k a ho te l , o n S p e c i m e n H i l l (now E u r e k a s t ree t ) , k e p t b y one Ben t l ey , w h o was 
c o n s i d e r e d b y the d i g g e r s to b e a p a r t i c i p a t o r in S c o b i e ' s m u r d e r . T h e h o u s e was one of very b a d f a m e , a n d Ben t ley 
w a s a r r e s t e d a n d b r o u g h t b e f o r e a b e n c h p r e s i d e d over b y M r . D e w e s , t h e po l ice m a g i s t r a t e , w h o a c q u i t t e d h im, 
T h e r e w e r e a few t h o u g h t f u l ni3n s i t t i n g in the cour t a t t h e t ime , w h o s aw the g rav i ty of w h a t t hey felt to b e a g l a r i n g 
m i s c a r r i a g e of jus t i ce . O n e of t h e m — M r . J . Russe l l T h o m s o n — n a r r o w l y e s c a p e d c o m m i t t a l for d a r i n g t o u rge t ha t 
B e n t l e y ' s was a case w h i c h s h o u l d b e sen t to a j u r y , T h i s a c q u i t t a l a roused the p o p u l a t i o n more t h a n a n y s ing l e official 
a c t s i n c e t h e g o l d d i scovery , for t be g e n e r a l be l ie f was t ha t B e n t l e y w a s gu i l ty , and t h a t t he po l ice m a g i s t r a t e c o r r u p t l y 
u r g e d t h e a c q u i t t a l b e c a u s e h e w a s u n d e r p e c u n i a r y o b l i g a t i o n s to t be p r i soner . T h i s o p i n i o n as to D e w e s ' e m b a r -
r a s s m e n t s w i t h B e n t l e y is sti l l he ld . D e w e s fell b e f o r e t h e p o p u l a r s t o r m , wen t to Br i t i sh C o l u m b i a , w h e r e he jus t i f ied 
V i c t o r i a n c o n d e m n a t i o n b y c o m m i t t i n g e m b e z z l e m e n t , a n d h e e n d e d h i s life b y suic ide in Pa r i s . T h e exaspe ra t ion 
caused b y B e n t l e y ' s a c q u i t t a l g a v e a v i g o r o u s i m p e t u s to the a g i t a t i o n s for re form. At an i n d i g n a t i o n m e e t i n g he ld on , 
o r close to, t he s p o t w h e r e S c o b i e was k i l led , Mess i s , f, R . T h o m s o n , T . IX W a n l i s s , P e t e r La lo r , J . W . Gray , W , 
C o r k h i l l , A lex . M ' P . G r a n t , a n d A r c h i b a l d C a r m i c h a e l were a p p o i n t e d a c o m m i ' t e e to t a k e s t eps for the col lec t ion of 
m o n e y to d e f r a y the cos t of a fur t l ie r p rosecu t ion of B e n t l e y , a n d so warmly d i d t h e p u b l i c r e s p o n d tha t were 

g a t h e r e d in a very s h o r t t i m e in Bal la ra t a l o n e , w h e n the co l l ec t ions were s t o p p e d , a s the G o v e r n m e n t , i n the m e a n -
t ime , m o v e d in t h e b u s i n e s s a n d offered I•e^vards for the ap))rehensi<)ii of S c o b i e ' s murde re r s . T h e col lector of t l ie 
m o n e y s , M r . J o h n VV. G r a y , r e t u r n e d tlie s id>script ions, a f t e r p a y m e n t of s o m e c h a r g e s , an<l t h u s ti iat expres s ion of 
i n d i g n a t i o n a t w r o n g d o n e w a s e n d e d . T h e o t h e r go ld - f i e lds a r d e n t l y j o i n e d in the f ee l ing p r e v a l e n t he re . In Ba l l a r a t 
m e e t i n g s w e r e he ld on S u n d a y s a s well a s o n o t h e r d a y s , and o n S a t u r d a y , i I t h N o v e m b e r , 1854, t h o u s a n d s of m e n 
ga therec l , a n d flags a n d b a n d s of mus ic lent o m i n o u s life to the a s s e m b l a g e . T h e lea<ler.s were in favor of moral force 
and a pure ly cons t i t u t i ona l a g i t a t i o n ; bu t t he re were more fiery sp i r i t s t h a n they . O n e of t h e s e — a c o m p a i r i o t of 
S c o b i e — o n a n o t h e r occas ion h a i a n g u e d the c r o w d , a n d sa id the sp i r i t of t he miu 'dered S c o b i e w a s h o v e r i n g over t h e m 
a n d y e a r n i n g fo r r e v e n g e . T h e occas ion re fe r red to w a s a m e e t i n g he ld nea r B e n t l e y ' s ho te l on the 17th of O c t o b e r , 
w h e n the a r r iva l of t h e po l ice a n d mi l i t a ry , a n d s o m e i n j u d i c i o u s ac t s by a few b y s t a n d e r e , led to a col l is ion wi th t h e 
pol ice , t he r e a d i n g of t h e R i o t Act , a n d the b u r n i n g of the ho te l . S o m e of the d i g g e r s were a r r e s t e d , a n d one was 
rescued on tlie w a y t o the C a m p . M i l n e , S e r g e a n t - M a j o r of |>olice, a m a n he ld in g e n e r a l execra t ion as an unp r in -
c ip led i n f o r m e r , w a s r e g a r d e d as the r i g h t h a n d of the off icials in t ha t bus ines s . 

Wi ' .b the n o w well a s c e r t a i n e d o p i n i o n s of S i r C h a r l e s H o t h a m on subord in . i t i on , it m a y b e r ead i ly i m a g i n e d tha t 
h e was fu r ious a t th i s o p e n revol t a g a i n s t t h e law a n d ful ly ben t o n a v e n g i n g the o u t r a g e . H e h a d p l e n t y of wi l l ing 
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h a v i n g p a i d i h e S u m o f T w o P o u n d s T e n S h i l l i n g s , o n a c c o i i i u o f t h e G c n c v a l R e v e n u e o f i h e C o l o n y , I h e r e b y 

L i c e n s e h i m l o m i n e o r d i g f o r G o l d , o r exc r c i s e a n d c a n y o n a n y o t h e r I r a d c ov c a l l i n g o n s u c l i C t o w n L a n d s 

n i l h i n t h e C o i o n y o f V i c l o r i a a s s h a l l b e a s s i g n e d l o h i m f o r t h o s e p u r p o s e s b y a n y o n e d u l y a u t h o r i s e d i n l l i a t b e h a l f . 

T h i s I . i c e n s e t o b e i n f o rce u n t i l a n d d u r i n g t h e m o n t h o f 

a s d n o l o n g e r . 

C o m m i s s i o n e r . 

R E G U L A T I O N S T O B E O B S E R V E D B Y T H l i P E R S O N D I G G I N G F O R I G O L D O K ^ ' O T H E R W I S E - E M P L O Y E D A T 

T H E G O L D F I E L D S . 

1. Th i s L i ccnsc is to l>e carried on (he person, to ! « prcduceU whenever t icn iandcd by any Comiuissioi ier, Peace Off icer , oi- other 
<Uily au ihor lsed person, and is not transferable. 

2. N o m in i ng wi l l be periuitlc<l wl icrc it wou ld be destruct ive of any l i ne o f iroad wh ich it is necessary l o ma i n t a i n , and wh i ch 
shal l be determined by any Commiss ioner , no r w i t h i n snch <listance a round any store as it may . b c ncccssary;to reserve 
for access to it . 

3. It is en jo ined that a l l persons on the Gok l Fiel<ls ma i n t a i n a due and proper ol>servance of Sundays. 
4. T h e extent o f c l a im a l lowed to each Licen8e<l M i ne r is twelve feet souare, or 1 4 4 square feet. 
5. T o a party consist ing o f two Miners , twelve feet by twenty-four, or ^ sciiiare feet. 
6. T o a party consist ing of three Miners, e ighteen feet by twenty-four, or 4 3 2 square feet. 
7. T o a party consist ing o f four Miners, twenty-four feet by twenty-four, or 5/6 square fee t ; beyond wh ich no-greater area w i l l be 
allowe<l. 



G O L U K N r O I X T , B A L L A R A T 1851. 



tools ready to his hands, men who, lo use the words of one of his class, " would swear a hole through an iron pot " to 

oblige a friend. Tliey at last picked otit three scape-goats. One was M ' I n t y r e , now in comfortable circumstances in 

Glasgow, who had used his best endeavoure to restrain the crowd at Bcntley 's from overt acts. Another was Fletcher, a 

printer, whose office was on the Main road, not far on the Eastern Market side of Twentynian and Stamper's. 

Fletcher, from all that can be learned, was not off the Main road the day of the fire, and certainly was not farther than 

the Prince Albert hotel in that direction. Westerby, the third man, has been asserted to b ; equally innocent with 

Fletcher in the transaction, 

A meeting on Bakery Hil l had adopted resolutions demanding the release of the prisoners, the dismissal of Milne, 
and affirming the right of the people to full representation, manhood suffrage, no property qualification of members, 
payment of members, short Parliaments, abolition of the gold-fields commission and the diggers' and storekeepers' 
license fees. Messrs. Hayes Humffray, H o i y o a k i , Biack, Vern, Buike , Kenned; ' , and others were the speakers, and 
Hayes was in the chair. There has been a commission of enquiry into the Bcniley hotel affair. The c o m m i s s i o n e r 
were Captain Stmt, Dr, M ' C r e a , and the magistrate Dewes, and they had closed their sittings on the day before the 
Bakery Hil l meeting. That commission was looked on with mistrust by the digger's because of D e w e s , whom, more-
over, the Colonial Secretary, Mr. Foster, had dismissed, or suspended, as a sop to the enraged population. 

T h e commissioners went to Melbourne with their report. In December the trial o( Westerby, M'Intyre , and 
Fletcher, the prisoners arrested for the burning of Bentley's hotel, was to take place in Melbourne, to which place the 

had been changed. Mr. Humffray prepared the briefs for their advocate. Bentley had also, in the interim, 
been re-arresled for the murder of Scobie, and had, with some associates in the affray that ended in Scobie's death, 
been convicted, They were sentenced to three j'ears on the roads. 

A s soon as the conviction of Fletcher, M'Intyre , ami Westerby was known in Ballarat, the Reform League sent 
Messis. Kennedy and George Black to Melbourne to " demand " the relea.se of the prisoners. Black was then editor 
of the Digget's AdvociUe, and wrote vigoiously for the popular cause. K e n n e d y was a man of rough, but moving 
eloquence. It was he who, at the meeting that ended in the burning of Bentley 's hotel, declared that the murdered 
man's ghost was there yearning for revenge. They reached Melbourne on the 25111 November, Humffray, the secretary 
of the League, having on the 23rd, been introduced by Mr. Fawkner, M . L . C . , to the Governor, who had intimated 
that if a proper memorial were sent to the Government, the prisoners might be released. T h e League secretary dis . 
approved of the intemperate " d e m a n d " brought down by the delegates. T h e Sunday was at hand and the secretary 
and the delegates, and Mr. Ebenezer Synie, then of the Argus, spent part of the day discussing the position. Mean-
while, rumors of an arrest of the delegates got current, the diggers at Ballarat resolved on a monster meeting, and the 
cam]) officials sent despatches for more troo[)S. On Monday, the 27th November, the delegates and Humffray wailed 
on Sir Charles Hotham, to present the remonstrant petition. His Excel lency was attended by the Attorney-General , 



M r . S l a w e l l , a n d t l ie C o l o n i a l S e c r e t a r y , M r . F o s t e r . T h e " d e m a n d " w a s r e f u s e d , but r e f o r m s w e r e p r o m i s e d , a n d 

w e r e s a i d to b e a l r e a d y b e g u n . It is w o r t h y o f record that i n tlie c o u i s e o f t h e i n t e r v i e w t h e d e l e g a t e s s p o k e of the 

m o d e o f a l i e n a t i n g t h e C r o w n l a n d s a s b e i n g i n i m i c a l t o t h e in teres t s o f t h e p o o r m a n . T h u s ear ly h a d b e g u n our not 

y e t e n d e d t r o u b l e s in l a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . T h e e .xc i temeiu in B a l l a r a t n o w g r e w intc i i scr , a n d the towns on the s e a . 

b o a r d w e r e a l a r m e d wi th r u m o r s of insurrect ion . O n t h e e v e of the 28t l i , Mr , T a r l e t o n , t l ie A m e r i c a n c o n s u l , w a s 

f e t e d at a b a n q u e t in B a l l a r a t , a n d w h i l e the d i n n e r w a s g o i n g o n s o l d i e r s w e r e a r r i v i n g f r o m .Melbourne, a n d a c o l l i s i o n 

l iad t a k e n i>lace b e t w e e n the s o l d i e r s , t roopers , a n d d i g g e r s . A l l that n i g h t t h e d i g g e r s w e r e b u s y p r e p a r i n g arms a n d 

a m m u n i t i o n , t h e c o m m i t t e e o f the L e a g u e sat n i g h t a n d d a y , the C a m p br i s t led wi th s e n t r i e s , a n d an e v e n t f u l morrovi' 

w a s l o o k e d for . 

R e i n f o r c e m e n t s of h o r s e a n d foot p o l i c e w e r e c o n c c n t r a t e d a b o u t this t ime at t h e C a m p f r o m the n e i g h b o u r i n g 

d i g g i n g s , t o g e t h e r wi th d e t a c h m e n t s of t h e 1 2 t h a n d 4 0 t h R e g i m e n t s o f the L i n e . O n the 2 8 t h N o v e m b e r the p o l i c e 

w e r e p e l t e d , a n d the m i l i t a i y , e n t e r i n g f r o m M e l b o u r n e b y the E u i ' c k a , w e r e a t t a c k e d b y t h e d i g g e r s . T h e par ty in 

c h a r g e o f the b a g g a g e w a s for a t i m e cut o f f , a n d s o m e o f t h e w a g g o n s w e r e o v e r t u r n e d a n d ri f led b y the d i g g e r s in 

h o p e o f f i n d i n g fire-arms. In th i s , h o w e v e r , they w e r e d i s a p p o i n t e d . S e v e r a l s o l d i e r s w e r e w o u n d e d a n d a d r u m m e r 

b u y w a s s h o t in t h e t h i g h . T h e d i g g e r s f o l l o w e d the t r o o p s to the v i c i n i t y o f t h e C a m p , w h e n the m o u n t e d pol ice 

m a d e a sort ie , w o u n d e d severa l m e n , a n d d r o v e b a c k the c r o w d , the t r o o p s e n t e r i n g q u a r t e r s in a pan ic - s t r i cken a n d 

e x h a u s t e d s ta te at n o ' c l o c k at n i g h t . 

O n 29th N o v e m b e r s o m e 1 2 , 0 0 0 m e n , it is s a i d , w e r e p r e s e n t at t h e m e e t i n g o n B a k e r y H i l l . A p l a t f o r m w a s 

e r e c t e d , a n d o n a f l a g s t a f f w a s h u n g the insurgent flag—the S o u t h e r n C r o s s . T h e flag h a d a b lue g r o u n d , on w h i c h , in 

s i l v e r , t h e f o u r p r i n c i p a l s tars of the conste l l a t ion of the S o u t h e r n C r o s s w e r e s h o w n . T h e f o l l o w i n g reso lut ions svere 

a d o p t e d u n a n i m o u s l y : — 

P r o p o s e d b y M r . R e y n o l d s , s e c o n d e d b y M r . W e e k e s — 1 . " T h a t this m e e t i n g v i e w s wi th the hottest ind ignat ion 

t h e d a r i n g c a l u m n y of H i s H o n o r the A c t i n g C l i i e f J u s t i c e , w h i l e on the b e n c h , o f the brave a n d s t r u g g l i n g sufferei-s of 

C l a r e , T i p p e r a r y , B r i s t o l , a n d o t h e r d i s t r i c t s , o n the i r e n d e a v o u r s to asser t the i r l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s ; a n d d o h e r e b y g i v e 

the m o s t u n m i t i g a t e d a n d the m o s t e m p h a t i c d e n i a l to the a s s e r t i o n s o f H i s H o n o r in s t i g m a t i s i n g a s riots the per-

s e v e r i n g a n d i n d o m i t a b l e s t r u g g l e s f o r f r e e d o m of the b r a v e p e o p l e of E n g l a n d a n d I r e l a n d for the last e i g h t y y e a r s . " 

P r o p o s e d b y Mr . L a l o r , s e c o n d e d by M r . B r a d y — 2 . " T h a t a m e e t i n g o f t h e m e m b e r s of the R e f o r m L e a g u e be 

c a l l e d at t h e A d e l p h i T h e a t r e n e x t S u n d a y , at 2 p . m . , to e lect a centra l c o m m i t t e e , a n d that each fifty m e m b e r s of t h e 

L e a g u e h a v e p o w e r to elect o n e m e m b e r f o r the centra l c o m m i t t e e . " 

P r o p o s e d b y M r . F r e d e r i c k V e r n , s e c o n d e d by M r . Q u i n n — 3 . " T h a t this m e e t i n g , b e i n g c o n v i n c e d that the 
o b n o x i o u s l i c e n s e - f e e is a n impos i t ion a n d a n u n j u s t i f i a b l e tax o n f r e e l a b o r , p l e d g e s i tse l f t o t a k e i m m e d i a t e s t e p s to 



TOWNSHIP OF B A L L A R A T , S l IOWlNXi PART OK T H E C A M ? AND THE " L O G S , " 1855. 



S T U K T S T K E K T , BALI .AKAT, 1904. 



a b o l i s h the s a m e , b y at once b u r n i n g a i l t h e i r l i censes . T h a t in the e v e n t o f a n y p a r t y b e i n g a r r e s t e d for h a v i n g n o 

l i censes , the uni ted p e o p l e w i l l , urx let a l l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , d e f e n d a n d p r o t e c t t h e m . " 

P r o p o s e d b v Mr , G . B l a c k , s e c o n d e d b y M r . W h a t l e y — 4 . " T h a t a s t l ie d i g g e r s h a v e d e t e r m i n e d to p a y n o m o r e 

l i censes , it i s n e c e s s a r y for t h e m to b e p r e p a r e d for t h e c o n t i n g e n c y j a s it w o u l d l)e u t ter ly incons i s tent , a f t e r r e f u s i n g 

to p a y a l i cense , to ca l l in a C o m m i s s i o n e r for the a d j u s t m e n t o f such d i s p u t e s , a n d th i s m e e t i n g r e s o l v e s w l i e n e v e r a n y 

par ty or p a t t i e s h a v e a d i s p u t e , the par t ies s o d i s p u t i n g s h i l i each a p p o i n t o n e m a n . T h e t w o men thus a p p o i n t e d to 

ca l l in a th i rd , a n d these three to d e c i d e the c a s e finally." 

P r o p o s e d b y M r . M u r n a n e , s e c o n d e d b y Mr . R o s s — 5 . " T h a t t l i is m e e t i n g w i l l not f e e l b o u n d to protect a n y m a n 

a f ter t h e 1 5 t h D e c e m b e r w h o s h a l l n o t b e a m e m b e r of t h e L e a g u e b y that d a y , " 

P r o p o s e d b y M r . H . i m f f r a y , s e c o n d e d b y M r , K e n n e d y — 6 . " T h a t this m e e t i n g p r o t e s t s a g a i n s t t h e c o m m o n 

pract i ce of b o d i e s of mi l i t a ry m a t c h i n g into a p e a c e a b l e d i s t r i c t wi th fixed b a y o n e t s , a n d a l s o any f o r c e , p o l i c e o t o ther-

wise , firing on the p e o p l e , u n d e r a n y c i r c u m s t a n c e s , w i t h o u t t h e p r e v i o u s r e a d i n g o f the R i o t A c t , a n d that if G o v e r n -

m e n t of f ic ia ls cont inue to act thus u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y , w e cannot b e r e s p o n s i b l e for s i m i l a r or w o r s e d e e d s f r o m t h e 

p e o p l e . " 

B o n f i r e s w e r e m a d e o f l i c e n s e s , g i m s a n d r e v o l v e r s w e r e d i s c h a r g e d , a n d L e a g u e t i c k e t s o f m e m b e r s h i p w e r e i s s u e d 

to the c r o w d . T r o o p s w e r e u n d e r a r m s in t h e g u l l y b e n e a t h the C a m p all the t i m e in r e a d i n e s s f o r an o u t b r e a k . 

W i t h i n c r e d i b l e w a n t of p r u d e n c e t h e a u t h o r i t i e s c h o s e t h e j u n c t u r e , m a r k e d b y the m e e t i n g of t h e 2 9 t h N o v e m b e r , 

fo r a m o r e i r r i ta t ing d i s p l a y than usua l o f t h e s o - l o n g c o n d e m n e d pract i ce o f " d i g g e r h u n t i n g . " O n the 3 0 t h N o v e m -

ber the last ra id of this k i n d in V i c t o r i a occurred , u n d e r the d i rec t ion o f C o m m i s s i o n e r s R e d e a n d J o h n s t o n , a n d t h e 

a u t h o r i t i e s by that act d e s t r o y e d the r e m a i n i n g in f iuence o f the f r i ends o f mora l force a c t i o n a m o n g the d i g g e r s . T h e 

p o l i c e , suppor t ed b y the w h o l e mi l i t a ry f o r c e a v a i l a b l e , wi th s k i r m i s h e r s in a d v a n c e a n d c a v a l r y o n t h e flanks, f o r m e d 

o n the flat south o f the C a m p a n d a d v a n c e d u p o n the G r a v e l P i t s , a s t h e B a k e r y H i l l d i g g i n g s w e r e c a l l e d . T h i s 

c leared the s w a r m i n g c r o w d of d i g g e r s c o l l e c t e d there , tire d i g g e r s re t i r ing a s t h e t r o o p s a d v a n c e d . A t cer ta in p a r t s o f 

the M a i n road, h o w e v e r , the d i g g e r s m a d e a s t a n d , a n d r e c e i v e d the t r o o p s w i t h a r u n n i n g fire o f s t o n e s a n d 

o c c a s i o n a l gun-shots . T h e t r o o p s t o o k s o m e p r i s o n e r s and retiirne<i to C a m p , a n d s o o n a f t e r that the S o u t h e r n C r o s s 

flag w a s a g a i n hois ted o n B a k e r y H i l l ; the d i g g e r s kne l t a r o u n d t h e Hag, s w o r e mutua l d e f e n c e , i m p l o r e d t h e h e l p o f 

G o d , a n d t h e n b e g a n to dr i l l . N e w l e a d e r s c a m e to the f r o n t , as the a d v o c a t e s of mora l f o r c e w e r e d i s c o m f i t e d b y t h e 

author i t ies a n d the m o r e turbulent insurgents . Pe ter L a l o r , a nat ive o f (Queen's C o u n t y , I r e l a n d , a s o n of the o n e t i m e 

m e m b e r of the H o u s e of C o m m o n s for the s a m e c o u n t y , w a s c h o s e n " c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f " o f the i n s u r g e n t s , a n d 

i ssued w a r r a n t s a n d m a n i f e s t o s . A fiery-spirited I t a l i a n , n a m e d C a r b o n i R a f f a e l l o , w a s another w h o t h e n a c q u i r e d 

p r o m i n e n c e , 

A m a s s m e e t i n g w a s Ireld on B a k e r y H i l l , w h e r e L a l o r , gun in h a n d , m o u n t e d the s t u m p a n d ssvore in h i s 

f o l l o w e r s . T h e m e t h o d o f s w e a r i n g - i n w a s b y u p l i f t i n g t h e r i g h t h a n d , a n d w a s v e r y i m p r e s s i v e as t a k e n b y the 



liiindreds who e n c i i d e d Iheir leader. Immediately afiei-the swearing-in the names were taken down, and the men 

formed into squads fov drill. 

A s soon as liie news of ihese doings reached Melbourne, the Goveinment sent up all the remaining available 
troops, with men-of-warsmen, horse and foot police, four field-pieces, and a number of b a g g a g e and ammunition 
waggons, Lieut . -Colonel Valiant, and subsequently Sir Robert Nickle , Commander-in-Chief of the Forces, and 
Colonel i lacarthur . Deputy Adjutant-General , proceeded to Ballarat in command of the troops. T h e diggers who 
drilled under their com in and er-in-chief, meant, many of them at least, nothing less than revolution and a republic. 
Lalor had a " minister of w a r , " named Alfred Black, who, or his brother, had drawn up a Declaration of Indepen-
dence. T h i s was drawn up in a store kept by one Shannahan ; C lack , Vern, M ' G i l l , Raffaello, Curtin, Lessmann (a 
German), Kenworthy (an American medical man), and others being present. Black was subsequently killed while 
working as a quartz miner. Lalor having been, to Vern's disgust, elected Commander-in-Chief , " orders of w a r " were 
issued by him for arms, ammunition, and impressment, and he sent out piquets to enforce them, and prevent their 
b e i n g made a cover for robbery. It appears, however, that ammunition was not abundant in the Stockade, the foraging 
parties of the insurgents to the contrary notwithstanding. A pistol was picked up in the Stockade loaded with powder 
and quartz pebbles, in lieu of ball or smaller shot, showing, as may be assumed, that the diggers were not rich in the 
usual materials of deslruction. 

T h e Eureka stockade was at first intended more as a screen behind which the diggers might drill than as a fortifi-
cation. It was an area of abotit an acre, rudely enclosed with slabs, and situated at the point where the Eureka Lead 
took its bend by the old Melbourne road, now called Eureka street. T h e Stockade included some of those holes, as 
well as some diggers' tents, where the staff and other officers and men of the insurgent force had their quarters- Pikes 
were forged in the Stockade, and arms and ammunition had been largely collected- Severa-1 coinpanies of riflemen and 
pikemen were formed, and a military insurgency established. Tiie mass of the diggers did not support this armed 
resistance, but friends, and, it is said, enemies also, dropped into the Stockade at all hours of the day and night of 
Saturday the 2nd of December. Friendly butchers brought cart-loads of beef to the rendezvous, and Lalor's men lay 
about the fires cooking, burnishing arms, or e n g a g e d in other warlike business. Lalor, it is said, gave " Vinegar Hil l " 
as the night 's pass-word, but neither he nor his adherents expected that the fatal action of Sunday was coming, and 
some of his followers, incited by the sinister omen of the pass-word, abandoned that night what they saw was a badly 
organised and not very hopeful movement. 

A s has been seen, the attack by the authorities was unexpected, and thus both men of war and men of peace were 
found within the Stockade, while insurgents were absent who would otherwise have been present. There were over a 
hundred armed men in the Stockade, including Laior, the chief, and a company of pikemen, and a company of 
musketeers, under Ross, Vern, Lynch, and Esmond. 



V. 

PROCLAMATION 
By His Excellciicy S IR C H A R L E S H O T H A M , Kniyln Commamk-i of the Most Honoiable Mililary 

Order of the Balli, Lieulenant Governor of tlie Colony of Victoria, &c., &c. 

WHEREAS by a Proclamation bearing dale the fourth day of Dcccmher, in the year of our Lord. 
One thousand eight hundred and fifty four, Martial I.aw was prochiimcd to be in force from and 

after the hour of Twelve o'clo(k al Noon on Wednesday, Ike sixth day of December, Due Ihmsand eight 
hundred and fifty-four, " i thio the following limits, that is to say; Coininenciiig at the junction of 'he 
Yarrowee River and Williamson's Creek, thence by a straight line lo ihe junction of the Lai Lai Rivulet 
with th j Moorabool River ; ihence by that river to its source in the great Dividing Range ; thence by that 
range to the bonndry of the county of Ripon. and by that boundry soulh-westerly to the township of 
Carngbam, at I'ailie's Creek ; thence by a line south-easterly lo the junction of the River Yarrowee " t ih 
Williamson's Creek aforesaid; Now therefore, I, Siu CHAUt.FS HOTHAM, the Lieutenant Governor 
aforesaid do htrehy firoclaiin and declare thai no arms, ammunilion, munitions of laar, food, or supplies, 
shall from and after the said last mentioned day be brought, without my consent, within the iimils aforesaid; 
And I do hereby notify the same to all subjects of H e k MAJESTV in the Colony of Victoria-

Given under my Hand and thu Seal of the Colony, at Melbourne, this fourth day o[ December, in the 
year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and fifty four, and iu the eighteenth year of 
Her Majesty's Reign. 

(U.S.) C H A S . H O T H A M . 
By His Excellency's Command, 

J O H N F O S T E R . 
G O D S A V E T H E Q U E E N I 

I tv A U ' I K O R I T V : j o n . v F K I t R K S , G O V E R N M K N T I ' K I N T E K , M B L B O U K N E , 



G O V E R N M E N r CAMP, B A L L A R A T , 1854. T R O O P S I A R U I V I X O KROM M E L B O U R N E . 



V. R. 

NOTICET 
G O V E R K M E N T C A M P , BALI.ARAT, D E C . 3R!), 1854, 

Her Majesty 's Forces were this Morning fired upon by a large body of evil-disposed persons of 
various nations, who had entrenched themselves in a Stockade on the Eureka , and some Officers and 
Men were killed or wounded, 

• Several of the rioters have paid the penal ty of their crime, and a large number are in Cus tody. 
All well-disposed persons are earnestly requested to return to their ordinary occupations and to 

abstain from assembling in large groups, and every protection will be afibrded to them by the Authori t ies . 

Robt. Rede, 
RESIDEN'I' COMMrSSlONKR. 

G O D S A V E T H E Q U E E N ! ! ! 
I 'RINTED A T THE " T I M E S " O F F I C E , B A K E R Y H I L L , B A L L A R A T , 



V. R. 
Colonial Secretary 's Off ice, 

Melbourne, l8th December, 1854. 

£ 4 0 0 R E W A R D 
Whereas Two Persons of the Names of 

Lawlor & Black, 
LATE OF B A L L A A R A T , 

D i d on or about the 13th day of November last, at that place, use certain 

T R E A S O N A B L E A N D S E D I T I O U S L A N G U A G E 
A n d incite M e n to take up Arms, with a view to make war against Ou r 

Sovereign Lady the QUKEN : 

N O T I C E IS H E R E B Y G IVEN 
That a Reward of £ 2 0 0 will be pa id to any person or persons giving such information as 

may lead to the Apprehens ion of either o f the abovenaraed parties. 

D E S C R I P T I O N . 
L A W L O R . - H e i g h t 5 f t , 1 1 i n . , a g e 3 5 , l ia i r d a r k b r o w n , w h i s k e r s d a r k b r o w n a n d s h a v e d u n d e r t h e 

c h i n , n o m o u s t a c h e , l o n g f a c e , r a t h e r g o o d l o o k i n g , a n d is a w e l l - m a d e m a n . 
B L A C K . — H e i g h t o v e r 6 f t . , s l r a i g h t figure, s l i g h t b u i l d , b r i g h t reci h a i r w o r n in g e n e r a l r a t h e r l o n g a n d 

b r u s h e d b a c k s v a r d s , r e d a n d l a r g e w h i s k e r s , m e e t i n g u n d e r t h e c h i n , b l u e e y e s , l a r g e t h i n n o s e , 
r u d d y c o m p l e x i o n , a n d r a t h e r s m a l l m o u t h . 

By His Excellency's Cammand, 

W I L L I A M C. H A I N E S . 
BY A U T H O R I T Y , JOHN F E R R E S , GOVERN.MENT i ' K l N T E K -MKLHOUKNB. 



SITK Ol' T H E " K U K E K A S T O C K A D E " S H O R T L Y A F T E R T H E E I G H T , 
3rd D E C E M B E R , 1854. 



T H I S M O N U M K N T IS E R E C T E D ON T H E S I T E O f ' I ' l lE EURKKA STOCKADE. 

' -'niiMii"' 



V. R. 

£ 5 0 0 
R E W A R D 

FOR T H E A P P R E H E N S I O N OF 

Frederick Vern 
W H E R E A S 

A Man known by the name of V E R N , has unlawfully, rebelliously, and traitorously 

levied and arrayed Armed Men at Ballaarat, in the Colony of Victoria, wiih the view of 

making war against Our Sovereign Lady the QUEEN : 

N O T I C E IS H E R E B Y G I V E N 
That whosoever will give such information as may lead to the Apprehension of the said 

V E R N , shall receive 

A REWARD OF £ 5 0 0 
being the lleward offered by SIR ROBERT NICKLE. 

By His Excellency's Command, 

JOHN FOSTER. 
DESCRH'TION OV VKRN. 

T a l l , a b o u l 5 f e e t l o i inches , long l i g h t l>air f a l l i n g h e a v i l y on the s i d e of h i s h e a d , l i t t le w h i s k e r s , 
a l a i g e flat f a c e , e y e s Hglit g r e y or g r e e n a n d very w i d e a s u n d e r . S p e a k s w i t h a s t r o n g f o r e i g n a c c e n t 
A H a n o v e r i a n b y b i r t h , a b o u t 2 6 y e a r s of a g e . 

p y AUTHOKIRY, JOHN FERRES, GOVKKNMENT I'RINTKR, MELBOURNE. 



Here is Raf fael lo 's description of the attack on the Stockade : — 

Jfemember this Salbalh Day (3rd December) to Keep it Holy.—I awoke. Sunday morning, i t was full dawn, not 
daylight. A discharge of musketry—then a round from the bugle—the command " f o r w a r d " — a n d another discharge 
of musketry was sharply kept on by the red-coats (some 300 strong) advancing on the giilly west of the Stockade, for a 
couple of minutes. T h e shots whizzed by my tent. I jumped out off the stretcher and raslied to my chimney facing 
tlie S lockade. The forces within could not muster above 150 diggers. T h e shepherd's holes inside the lower part of 
the Stockade liad been turned into rifle-pits, and were now occupied by Californians of the I .C . Rangeis ' Brigade, some 
twenty or thirty in all, who had kept watch at the " outposts " during tlie night. Ross and his division northward, 
Thonen and his division southward, and both in front of the gully, under cover of the slabs, answered with such a smart 
fire, that the military who were now fully wiihin range, did unmistakably appear to me to swerve from their ground : 
anj l iow the command " forward " from Sergeant Harris was put a stop to. Here a lad was really courageous with his 
bugle. H e took up boldly Viis stand to the left of the gully and in front : the red-coats " fell i n " in their ranks to the 
right of this lad. T h e wounded on the ground behind must have numbered a dozen. Another scene was going on east 
of the Stockade. Vern floundered across the S lockade eastward, and I lost sight of him. Curlain whilst making 
coolly for the holes, appeared to me to give directions to shoot at Vern ; but a rush was instantly made in the same 
direclion (Vern's) and a whole pack cut for Warrenlieip. There was, however, a brave American officer, who had the 
command of the rifle-pit men ; he fought like a l i g e r ; was shot in the thigh at ihe very onset, and yet, though hopping 
all the while, stuck to Captain Ross like a man. Should this notice be the means to ascertain his name, it should be 
written down in the margin at once. 'J'he dragoons from south, the troopers from north, were trolling in full speed 
towards the Slockade. Peler La lor was now on the top of the first logged-up hole within the Slockade, and by his 
decided gestures pointed to ilie men to retire among Ihe holes. H e was shot down in his left shoulder at this identical 
moment ; it was a chance shot, I recollect it well- A full discharge of musketry from the military now mowed down all 
who liad iheir lieads above the barricades. Ross was shot in the groin. Another shot struck Thonen exactly in the 
mouth, and felled him on the spol. Those who suffered the most were the score of pikemen, who stood their ground 
from the lime the whole division had been posted at the top, facing the Melbourne road from Ballarat, in double file 
under the slabs, to stick the cavalry wilh Iheir pikes. T h e old command, " Charge ! " was distinctly heard, and the red-
coats rushed wilh fixed bayonets to storm ihe S lockade. A few culs, kicks, and pulling down, and the j o b was done too 
quickly for their wonted ardor, for they acluallv thrust iheir bayonets on the body of the dead and wounded strewed 
about on the ground. A wild " h u r r a h ! " burst out, and the " S o u t h e r n Cross " was lorn dosvn, I should say, among 
their laughter, such as if it had been a prize from a May-pole. Of the armed diggers, some made ofl" the best way tlrey 
could, oehers surrended themselves prisonei's and were collected in groups and matched down the gully. The mounted 
40lh, sword in hand, rifle-pislols cocked, took charge or ihem ail, and brought them in chains to the lock-up. The 
red-coats w . re now ordered to " f a l l i n ; " their bloody work was over, and were marched off, dragging with them the 



" S o i i l h c r n C r o s s . " T h e i t d e a d , a s f a r as I d i d s e e , w e r e f o u r , a n d a d o z e n w o u n d e d , i n c l u d i n g C a p t a i n W i s e , t l ie 

i d e i u i c a l o n e , I i h i n k w h o m I s p e a k o f in r e l a t i n g i b e e v c n i s o f T u e s d a y e v e n i n g , N o v e m b e r a S . D e a d a n d w o u n d e d 

l iad been f e t c h e d u p in car ts , w a i l i n g o n l l ie r o a d , a n d all r e d - l l i i n g s h a s t e n e d l o B a l l a r a t . I h a s t e n e d , a n d w h a t a 

h o r r i b l e s i g h t ! O l d a c q u a i n t a n c e s c r i p p l e d wi th shots , t h e g o r e p r o t r u d i n g f r o m the b a y o n e t w o u n d s , the i r c l o t h e s a n d 

flesh b u r n i n g a l l the w h i l e - P o o r T h o n e n h a d h i s m o u t h l i te ra l l y c h o k e d wi th b u l l e t s ; m y n e i g h b o r a n d m a t e T e d d y 

M o r e , s t re tched o n the g r o u n d , b o t h h i s t h i g h s s h o t , a s k e d m e for a d r o p o f w a t e r . Pe ter L a l o r , w h o h a d b e e n con-

cea led u n d e r a h e a p o f s l a b s , w a s i n t h e a g o n g o f d e a t h , a s t r e a m o f b l o o d f r o m u n d e r the s l a b s h e a v i l y f o r c i n g its w a y 

d o w n hi l l , 

T h e author i t ies w e r e u n d e r the i m p r e s s i o n that V e r n w a s t h e i n s u r g e n t l e a d e r , a n d a s V e r n , a n d L a l o r , a n d B l a c k , 

the " m i n i s t e r o f w a r , " e s c a p e d the g r i p o f t h e a s s a u l t i n g fo rce , r e w a r d s w e r e ofi 'ered for the i r a p p r e h e n s i o n . F o r 

V e r n , a s the p r e s u m e d c h i e f , w e r e of i 'ered, a n d for L a l o r a n d l i l a c k ^^200 e a c h . N o n e o f t h e m w e r e e v e r 

arrested. B l a c k n 'as not p r e s e n t at the alTair of t h e S ' d . I . a l o r h a d b e e n s e v e i e l ) ' w o u n d e d , a n d w a s s u p p o s e d at first 

l o b e d e a d . l i e w a s c o v e r e d u p by a p i k e m a n w i t h s l a b s , l i l l t h e soldie i ' s r e t r e a t e d w i i h the i r p r i s o n e r s , w h e n h e l e f t 

h i s h i d i n g p l a c e , w e a r y a n d f a i n t w i t h p a i n a n d loss ol b l o o d . H a v i n g m a d e g o o d h i s e s c a p e , h e w a s , a f t e r d i v e r s 

t roub les , secre ted at a f r i e n d l y hut o n the r a n g e s , w h e r e f r i e n d s m i n i s t e r e d to h i s n e c e s s i t i e s . O n t h e n i g h t of t h e 4 l h 

h e (vas c o n v e y e d to F a t h e r S m y t h ' s h o u s e , w h e r e h i s a rm w a s a m p u t a t e d b) ' D r . D o y l e . I ' o r s e v e r a l y e a i ? a f t e r w a r d s 

L a l o i w a s e l e c t e d S p e a k e r of t h e L e g i s l a t i v e A s s e m b l y of V i c t o r i a , 

A l l i h c tents w i t h i n the e n c l o s u r e w e r e burnt d o w n a n d the d is t r ic t w a s p l a c e d u n d e r m a r t i a l l a w . U p o n 

i s t A p r i l , 1 8 5 5 , the E u r e k a p r i s o n e r s w e r e a r r a i g n e d on a c h a r g e of h i g h t reason in the S u p r e m e C o u r t at M e l b o u r n e , 

but the t h r e e l e a d i n g a c t o r s in the insur rec t ion , M e s s r s . L a l o r , V e r n a n d B l a c k , s u c c e e d e d in e v a d i n g t h e v i g i l a n c e o f 

t h e pol ice . I 'ub l i c s y m p a t h y w a s s o p o w e r f u l l y en l i s ted o n b e h a l f o f t h e i n s u r g e n t s , o w i n g l o the c h a r a c t e r o f t h e pro-

vocat ion they h a d rece ived to t a k e u p a r m s in r e s i s t a n c e of the m a l a d m i n i s t r a i i o n o f t h e l a w , that n o j u r y c o u l d b e 

found to conv ic t the m e n w h o h a d b e e n p l a c e d upon the i r tr ial . T h e i r d e f e n c e svas g r a t u i t o u s l y u n d e r t a k e n by s e v e r a l 

of the l e a d i n g barr i s ters , a n d their a c q u i t t a l w a s h a i l e d with g e n e r a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . It w a s f o l l o w e d b y an a m n e s t y , a n d 

b y the j u d i c i o u s r e m o v a l o f t h e c a u s e s w h i c h h a d led to t h e o u t b r e a k . A c o m m i s s i o n of e n q u i r y d e c l a r e d that the 

d i g g e r s h a d b e e n g o a d e d to insurrect ion by b a d l a w s , b a d l y e n f o r c e d , a n d t c c o m m e n d e d tlie in t roduct ion of Cons l i t t i -

t iona l G o v e r n m e n t , w i t h a b r o a d f r a n c h i s e a s t h e b a s i s o f its r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s y s t e m . B e t w e e n the last h o u r s of the y e a r 

1 8 5 5 a n d the flret o f the y e a r 1 8 5 6 , S i r " ' h a r l e s H o t h a m s u c c u m e d to an a t t a c k o f d y s e n t e r y , b r o u g h t o n or a g g r a v a t e d 

by mental w o r r y , a n d the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the G o v e r n m e n t d e v o l v e d o n M a j o r - G e n e r a l M a c a r t h u r . A f e w w e e k s 

b e f o r e this e v e n t , n a m e l y , o n the 2 3 r d of N o v e m b e r , 1 8 5 5 , a n e w c o n s t i t u t i o n p r e p a r e d b y the L e g i s l a t i v e C o u n c i l o f 

V i c t o r i a , and s a n c t i o n e d by the I m p e r i a l P a r l i a m e n t , w a s p r o c l a i m e d . I t e s t a b l i s h e d r e s p o n s i b l e G o v e r n m e n t a n d 

c r e a t e d t w o c h a m b e i s , both o f t h e m e lect ive . T h e f irst c a b i n e t , w i t h M r . H a i n e s a s i t s c h i e f , t o o k o f f i c e , a n d at t h e 
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first g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n , M e s s r s . L i l o r a n d I I u m f T i i y — t h e l a t t e r a l s o o n e o f t h e i i i s j r g e i i t s a t t h e E u r e k a S t o c k a d e — w e r e 

r e t u r n e d t o t l ie A s s e m b l y f o r t h e d i s t r i c t o f B a l l a r a t . 

I n t h e B a l l a r a t C e i n e t e i y a f r e e s t o n e o b e l i s k i s e r e c t e d u p o n a p e d e s t a l , a n d o n t h e e a s t a n d w e s t f a c e s o f t h e 

o b e l i s k t w o m a r b l e s l a b s w e r e i n s e r t e d , s c r o l l s on e a c h f a c e o f t h e f r e e s t o n e c a r r y i n g t h e w o r d " V i c t o r i a , " a n d o n t h e 

n o r t h a n d s o u t h s i d e s t h e w o r d " D u l y " w a s c a r v e d b e n e a t h . U p o n t h e m a r b l e s l a b f a c i n g e a s t , a s i f l o o k i n g t o w a r d s 

t h e s p o t w h e r e t h e b u r i e d s o l d i e r s d i d t h e i r " d u t y , " a n d f e l l in d o i n g i t , i s t h e f o l l o w i n g i n s c r i p t i o n . " I n t h i s p l a c e , 

w i t h o t h e r s o l d i e r s a n d c i v i l i a n s o f t l ie m i l i t a r y c a m p t l i e n in B a l l a r a t , w e r e b u r i e d tl ie r e m a i n s o f t h e B r i t i s h s o l d i e r s , 

H e n r y C h r i s t o p h e r W i s e , c a p t a i n , M i c h a e l R o n e y , a n d J o s e p h W a l l , p r i v a t e s o f l l i e 4 0 t h R e g t . , a n d W i l l i a m W e b b , 

F e l i x B o y l e , a n d J o h n W a l l , p r i v a t e s o f t h e I 3 t h R e g t . , w h o fe l l d e a d o r f a t a l l y w o u n d e d a t t h e E u r e k a S t o c k a d e , i n 

b r a v e d e v o t i o n t o d u t y , o n S u n d a y , t h e 3 r d d a y o f D e c e m b e r , 1 8 5 4 , w h i l s t a t t a c k i n g a b a n d o f a g g r i e v e d d i g g e r s in 

a r m s a g a i n s t w h a t t h e y r e g a i x i e d a s t y r a n n o u s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . " T h e o r i g i n a l d r a f t r e a d " i n s u r g e n t " i n s t e a d o f 

" a g g r i e v e d , " b u t t h e M i n i s t e r in o f f i c e r e j e c t e d t h e o r i g i n a l w o r d a s a r e f l e c t i o n u p o n t h e d i g g e r s w h o s e s u r v i v o r s ' 

s u f i r a g e s h e l p e d t o m a k e m e m b e r s o f P a r l i a m e n t , a n d , p o t e n t i a l l y , M i n i s t e r s o f t h e C r o w n . U p o n t h e s a m e m a r b l e 

s l a b , b e n e a t h t h e i n s c r i p t i o n j u s t q u o t e d , a n d f r o m t h e s a m e p e n , a r e t h e f o l l o w i n g m e m o r i a l w o r d s : — " N o t f a r w e s t 

f r o m t h i s s p o t l i e t h e r e m a i n s o f s o m e o f t h e d i g g e r s w l i o f e l l in t h e c o u r a g e o u s b u t m i s d i r e c t e d e n d e a v o r t o s e c u r e t h e 

f r e e d o m w l i i c l i s o o n a f t e r c a m e i n t h e f o r m o f m a n h o o d s u f f r a g e a n d c o n s t i t u t i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t . " U p o n t h e s l a b f a c i n g 

w e s t are t h e f o l l o w i n g w o r d s : — " T h i s m o n u m e n t a n d t h e e n c l o s i n g f e n c e w e r e e r e c t e d A N N O D O M I N I MDCCCI.XXIX, 

b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t o f V i c t o r i a a t t h e r e q u e s t o f t h e c i t i z e n s o f B a l l a r a t . 

T h e d i g g e r s ' m o n u m e n t i s a g r e y s a n d s t o n e o b e l i s k , s u r m o u n t e d b y a d r a p e d u r n , a n d r e s t i n g o n a b l u e s t o n e b a s e . 

T h e w e s t f a c e b e a r e t h e f o l l o w i n g i n s c r i p t i o n ; — " S a c r e d t o t h e m e m o r y o f t h o s e w h o fe l l o n t h e m e m o r a b l e 3rd o f 

D e c e m b e r , 1 8 5 4 , in i n s i s t i n g t h e u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o c e e d i n g s o f t h e V i c t o r i a n G o v e r n m e n t . T h i s m o n u m e n t w a s 

p r e s e n t e d b y J a m e s L e g g a t t , G e e l o n g , t o t h e p e o p l e o f B a l l a r a t , a n d b y t h e m e r e c t e d o n t h e 3 2 n d M a r c h , 1 8 5 6 , " 

T h e o t h e r t h r e e f a c e s h a v e t h e f o l l o w i n g i n s c r i p t i o n s ; — " J o h n I l a y n e s , C o . C l a r e , I r e l a n d ; P a t r i c k G i t t i n g s , C o . 

K i l k e n n y , I r e l a n d j T h o s . M u l l i n , C o . K i l k e n n y , I r e l a n d ; S a m u e l G r e e n , E n g l a n d ; J o h n R o b e r t s o n , S c o t l a n d ; 

E d w a r d T h o n e n , E l b e r i f e l t d t , P r u s s i a ; J o h n D i m a n d , C o . C l a r e , I r e l a n d ; T h o s - O ' N e i l l , C o . K i l k e n n y , I r e l a n d ; 

J o h n D o n a g h e y , C o . D o n e g a l , I r e l a n d ; W i l l i a m C l i f t o n , a g e d 3 0 , n a t i v e o f B r i s t o l ; K d . Q u i n n , C o . C a v a n , I r e l a n d ; 

W m . Q u i n l a n , G o u l b o u r n , N . S . W a l e s ; W m , E m m e r m a n , H a n o v e r ; L t - R o s s , C a n a d a ; T h a d d e u s M o o r e , C o . C l a r e , 

I r e l a n d ; J a m e s B r o w n , N e s v r y , I r e l a n d ; R o b e r t J u l l i e i i , N o v a S c o t i a ; — C r o w e , S c o t l a n d ; — I ' e n t o n , E n g l a n d • 

E d w a r d M c G l y n n , I r e l a n d . " B e t w e e n t h e t w o m o n u m e n t s , b u t c l o s e o n t h e w e s t s i d e o f t h e s o l d i e r s ' m e m o r i a l , i s a 

p l a i n t r u n c a t e d c o l u m n o f b l u e s t o n e o n a b l u e s t o n e p e d e s t a l , e n c l o s e d b y a c h a i n fixed t o f o u r l o w b l u e s t o n e ))osts. 

T h e p e d e s t a l h a s i n s e r t e d on t h e e a s t s i d e a m a r b l e s l a b w i t h t h i s i n s c r i p t i o n : — " I n m e m o r y o f J a m e s S c o h i e , w h o 

m e t w i t h a p r e m a t u r e d e a t h o n ' E u r e k a , ' O c t o b e r 7 t h , 1 8 5 4 . E r e c t e d b y h i s b r o t h e r G e o r g e . " 
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