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Abstract

Background We aimed to compare prevalence estimates for sarcopenia in an Australian sample of older men and women by
using different criteria.
Methods Women (n = 323) and men (n = 342) aged 60–96 years from the Geelong Osteoporosis Study were included. Hand-
grip strength (HGS) was measured by dynamometer (Jamar or Vernier) and appendicular lean mass (ALM) by whole-body den-
sitometry (Lunar). Sarcopenia definitions included European Working Group on Sarcopenia in Older People (EWGSOP) 1,
EWGSOP2, and US Foundation for the National Institutes of Health (FNIH). Sarcopenia was identified as low HGS and low
ALM/height2 or low muscle performance, and low HGS and low ALM/body mass index (BMI). Prevalence estimates were stan-
dardized to the Australian population and agreement between definitions assessed using the Cohen kappa statistic (κ).
Results Low HGS was identified in 13.7–29.9%of women and 2.1–14.1%ofmen. Low ALM/height2was identified in 7.1–11.8%
of women and 6.0–8.4% of men, while 21.7% of women and 21.1% of men had low ALM/BMI. Mean age-standardized
prevalence estimates for sarcopenia were 5.9% (95% confidence interval 3.4–8.4) for women and 2.9% (1.9–4.0) for men
(EWGSOP1), 2.3% (1.1–3.4) for women and 0.5% (0.2–0.9) for men (EWGSOP2), and 4.0% (2.1–5.8) for women and 1.1%
(0.6–1.5) for men (FNIH). There was moderate agreement between EWGSOP1 and EWGSOP2 (κ = 0.58 women, 0.30 men)
and poor agreement between FNIH and EWGSOP1 (κ = 0.16 women, 0.12 men) and EWGSOP2 (κ = 0.19 women, 0 men).
Conclusions Sarcopenia prevalence differed according to definition applied. Point estimates for sarcopenia prevalence
according to EWGSOP2 identified fewer individuals than EWGSOP1, with FNIH estimates between the two; however, there
were overlapping 95% confidence intervals across definitions.

Keywords Sarcopenia definitions; Sarcopenia prevalence; Muscle mass; Muscle strength; Muscle function; Aged

Received: 21 December 2019; Revised: 28 May 2020; Accepted: 31 May 2020
*Correspondence to: Sophia X. Sui, Epi-Centre for Healthy Ageing, IMPACT Strategic Research Centre, School of Medicine, Deakin University, PO Box 281 (Barwon Health),
Geelong, Victoria 3220, Australia. Tel: +61 3 42153306, Fax +61 3 42153491, Email: ssui@deakin.edu.au

Introduction

Sarcopenia is characterized as age-related low muscle mass
in conjunction with muscle weakness or poor physical
performance1–4 and is associated with disability, functional
impairment, frailty, and mortality in elderly populations.5,6

The prevalence estimates of sarcopenia vary across studies
to date, arguably owing to differences in population
demographic characteristics in different geographic areas7,8

but also as a consequence of using different criteria for iden-
tifying cases. There is currently no universally recognized
definition of sarcopenia, and reports reveal that with the
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application of different definitions to the same population,
prevalence estimates vary by up to 40%.2,7,9–13

Baumgartner et al.14 initially defined sarcopenia as
age-associated loss of muscle mass. Subsequently, the impor-
tance of muscle strength and performance in association with
health outcomes in the elderly led to a change in the defini-
tion for sarcopenia to consider low muscle mass in combina-
tion with either low grip strength or low gait speed.1,3,4,7,15,16

There is further confusion regarding inconsistencies in the
thresholds applied to identify low muscle mass, muscle
strength, and muscle function.

Two of the most widely employed definitions for
sarcopenia are those from the European Working Group on
Sarcopenia in Older People (EWGSOP) 3 and the US Founda-
tion for the National Institutes of Health (FNIH).4 EWGSOP
definition released in 2010 (EWGSOP1) suggested a concep-
tual stage as pre-sarcopenia (low muscle mass only),
sarcopenia (low muscle mass and muscle strength or muscle
performance), and severe sarcopenia (low muscle mass mus-
cle strength and performance).3 In 2019, EWGSOP1 was up-
dated to EWGSOP2, with muscle strength replacing muscle
mass as the primary muscle indicator for probable
sarcopenia.15 In EWGSOP2, confirmed sarcopenia is deter-
mined by low muscle mass and muscle strength, and severe
sarcopenia as the presence of low muscle strength, muscle
mass, and muscle performance.4,15,17 In contrast, the aim of
developing the FNIH definition was to assist clinicians in mak-
ing a differential diagnosis of people who have low physical
function due to sarcopenia (low muscle mass and strength)
and those with low physical function due to other
causes.4,17,18 The FNIH definition used mobility impairment
measured using gait speed as their primary outcome in the
analyses determining what the clinically relevant cut-off
points of grip strength should be. Therefore, with the use of
the FNIH definition, sarcopenia can be identified as low mus-
cle mass with low grip strength and ‘slowness with weakness
and low lean mass’ can also be identified, which represents
the concept of severe sarcopenia in the EWGSOP definitions,
although is not labelled as such by the FNIH.17 However, the
suggested cut-off points across these definitions differ.

A large variance in sarcopenia prevalence is expected if
multiple definitions are used with diverse samples.7 However,
little is known whether the variance would be reduced when
multiple definitions are applied for one sample of individuals.
There are papers that have already compared with the two
EWGSOP definitions19,13 and ones that have compared be-
tween the original EWGSOP definitions with the FNIH
definition.2 These papers have also compared agreement be-
tween the definitions. To our knowledge, no studies have
compared the prevalence estimates of sarcopenia in
Australia using definitions from the EWGSOP1, EWGSOP2,
and FNIH. Thus, we aimed to determine the prevalence and
the degree of agreement in a sample of older men and
women from a population-based sample in Australia.

Materials and methods

Study design

In this study, we only included people aged ≥60 (ages 60–
96 years). This cross-sectional analysis involved data at the
15 year follow-up phases collected from 2010 to 2014 for
women and from 2016 to 2019 for men participating in the
Geelong Osteoporosis Study, a population-based, prospective
cohort study in Australia. Detailed information about the Gee-
long Osteoporosis Study is published elsewhere.20 Briefly,
age-stratified samples of women and men were selected at
random using the electoral roll as the sampling frame. In total,
1494 women were recruited 1993–1997 (ages 20–93 years,
77% participation), and 1467 men were recruited 2001–2006
(ages 20–96 years, 67% participation) and assessed at subse-
quent follow-up phases. Data for identifying sarcopenia were
obtained from 323 women and 342men aged ≥ 60 years who
were thus eligible for these analyses. The cohorts are essen-
tially Caucasian (99%). The study was approved by the Barwon
Health Human Research Ethics Committee. Written informed
consent was obtained from all participants.

Measures

Weight and height were measured to the nearest ±0.1 kg and
±0.001, m and body mass index (BMI) was calculated as
weight/height2 (kilograms per square metre). BMI was calcu-
lated as weight/height2, and BMI ≥ 30.0 kg/m2was recognized
as obesity.21 Lean mass (kilogram), a proxy measure for mus-
cle mass, was obtained from whole-body dual-energy X-ray
absorptiometry (Lunar Prodigy-Pro, Madison, WI, USA), which
provided lean mass measures for appendicular lean mass
(ALM), equivalent to the sum of lean mass for the arms and
legs. ALM was expressed relative to height as ALM/height2

(kilograms per square metre) or BMI as ALM/BMI (square
metre). Handgrip strength (HGS, kilogram) was measured
using an analogue hand-held dynamometer (Jamar, Sammons
Preston, Bolingbrook, IL, UK) for women and an electronic
hand-held dynamometer for men (Vernier, LoggerPro3).
Trained researchers explained and demonstrated the testing
procedure to each participant before measurement trials.
With the participant seated in a comfortable position and
the arm holding the dynamometer flexed at the elbow to
90°, the participant was asked to squeeze the device as hard
as possible for several seconds, and the peak reading was re-
corded. For women, this procedure was duplicated for each
hand, and there was no time interval between trials. For
men, the protocol was similar, except they squeezed the
device using each hand three times at their maximum for 3 s
with a 5 s interval between trials. HGS values measured with
the Vernier device were transformed to Jamar equivalent
values according to the following equation: HGSJamar
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(kg) = 9.50 + 0.818 * HGSVernier (kg) + 8.80 * Sex, where sex = 1
for men, which was developed by measuring maximum HGS
on each device for 45 men and women aged 21–67 years.
The maximum value was used for analysis. Usual gait speed
(waking at normal speed) with shoes was determined by mea-
suring how many seconds the participant took to walk a dis-
tance of 4 m and recorded as walking speed (metre per
second). Timed up-and-go (TUG), a test of mobility that in-
volves static and dynamic balance,22 involved measuring the
time (seconds) taken by the participant to stand up from a
chair (without arm rests), walk to a marked line (3mdistance),
turn around, and then return to the chair and sit down. Tests
were performed by women and men, except for gait speed,
which was measured for men only. The Charlson
co-morbidity index (CCI)23,24 was calculated for 312 women
and 342 men to indicate their disease burden. Scores were
categorized into two groups: 0 = zero to one co-morbid condi-
tion and 1 = two or more co-morbid conditions.

Sarcopenia definitions

Table 1 details the sarcopenia criteria from the EWGSOP
(1, 2) and FNIH. Low ALM/height2 (EWGSOP1), low HGS
(EWGSOP2), or slow gait speed (FNIH) are the primary indica-
tors for sarcopenia.3,4,16,25 The presence of a single criterion
defined pre-sarcopenia (EWGSOP1),3 probable sarcopenia
(EWGSOP2),16 or slowness (FNIH).18,25 Sarcopenia was
deemed present if an individual had both low HGS and low
ALM/height2 or slow TUG/gait speed, or low HGS and low
ALM/BMI (FNIH).3,4,16,25 The criteria were presented as
(i) low HGS + low ALM/height2 for EWGSOP1 or EWGSOP2
or (ii) low HGS + slow TUG/gait speed for EWGSOP1, and
(iii) low HGS + low ALM/BMI for FNIH. EWGSOP suggests
using ALM adjusted for height2, while FNIH recommends
using ALM adjusted for BMI. Severe sarcopenia was deter-
mined if the participant had low HGS, low ALM/height2, and
slow gait speed (EWGSOP1, 2) or low HGS, low ALM/BMI,
and slow gait speed (FNIH).3,4,16,25

TUG was used as a proxy for gait speed in women and men
for EWGSOP1 (an approach adopted from Sim et al. 20192)
because gait speed was not measured in our sample of
women at this follow-up phase.2,26 The cut-off point for slow
TUG was >8.30 s for both men and women on the basis of
the criteria of EWGSOP1.2,26 This threshold was obtained by
applying the numbers at two standard deviations (SDs) below
the young reference range (aged 20–39 years) for women.
We applied the same cut-offs for TUG in both sexes.

Statistical analysis

Data normality was checked using histograms. Normalized
data were presented as means and SDs and skewed data as

medians and inter-quartile ranges. Descriptive analyses were
performed for prevalence (n, %) of sarcopenia parameters
and sarcopenia. The age-standardized prevalence estimates
[mean and 95% confidence interval (CI)] were calculated ac-
cording to the 2011 census data for Australia from the Austra-
lian Bureau of Statistics.27 The kappa coefficient (κ) was used
to measure the level of agreement between the sarcopenia
definitions: poor (κ < 0.40), medium (κ = 0.40–0.75), and high
(κ > 0.75). χ2 tests and multivariable logistic regression
models were used to identify sex differences in the numbers
of participants identified with sarcopenia, before and after
accounting for differences in age. Analyses were performed
using IBM SPSS Version 24 and Minitab (v18, USA).

Results

Table 1 presents details for each definition of sarcopenia
(EWGSOP1, EWGSOP2, and FNIH) and the proportion (n, %)
of low sarcopenia (muscle) parameters in women and men.
Table 2 presents participant characteristics.

Low lean mass (n, %)

Low lean mass was identified in 7.1–12.7% of women and
8.2–21.1% of men. More men and women with low lean mass
were identified using FNIH criteria, compared with criteria for
EWGSOP1 and EWGSOP2. It was observed that a small
difference in cut-off point resulted in a large difference in
prevalence estimate. For example, the cut-off points for
ALM/height2 (EWGSOP1 and EWGSOP2) were <5.67 and
<5.50 kg/m2 in women, and despite this small difference
(0.17 kg), the proportion varied from 11.8% to 7.1%. Simi-
larly, the difference of cut-off points in men was 0.23 kg
(EWGSOP1 7.23 kg/m2 and EWGSOP2 7.0 kg/m2), and the
corresponding proportions were 12.3% and 8.2% (Table 1).

Low handgrip strength (n, %)

In Table 1, participants with low HGS ranged from 13.7% to
29.9% for women and 2.1% to 14.1% for men. Owing to the
difference (3 kg for men and 4 kg for women) in low HGS
thresholds between EWGSOP1 and EWGSOP2, the preva-
lence estimates varied from 13.7% to 29.9% for women and
2.9% to 14.1% for men. EWGSOP2 revised the cut-off point
for HGS from 20 to 16 kg for women, consistent with
FNIH.4,15,28 The low HGS proportions in women were the
same for EWGSOP2 and FNIH. There was a 1 kg difference be-
tween EWGSOP2 and FNIH in cut-off point in men, which
resulted in the proportion varying between 2.1% and 2.9%.
The proportion of low HGS was lower for men than for
women across all the definitions.
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Low timed up-and-go or walking speed (n, %)

In Table 1, participants with poor physical performance,
evaluated by TUG, ranged from 2.7% (EWGSOP2) to 68.9%
(EWGSOP1) for women and ranged from 2.9% (EWGSOP2)
to 67.9% (EWGSOP1) for men and from 30.4% to 32.8% for
men assessed by gait speed.

Prevalence of sarcopenia

Table 3 shows that the proportion (n, %) of any level of
sarcopenia using the three definitions ranged from 0.3% to
13.7% for women and 0.6% to 32.8% for men. Proportions
defined by single muscle parameters were higher than those

defined by multiple muscle parameters. Participants identi-
fied by a single sarcopenia criterion ranged from 11.8% to
13.7% for women and 2.9% to 32.8% for men; sarcopenia
identified by two criteria ranged from 2.5% to 10.3% for
women and 0.6% to 10.3% for men; and severe sarcopenia
identified by three criteria from 0.3% to 5.6% for women
(FNIH was not calculated as there were no reference cut-off
points for TUG) and 0.6% to 2.7% for men. Compared with
EWGSOP1 using ALM/height2 as the first indicator for pre-
sarcopenia, EWGSOP2 uses HGS as the primary muscle indica-
tor. Consequently, the proportion of pre-sarcopenia was sim-
ilar from 11.8% (EWGSOP1) to 13.7% (EWGSOP2) in women
but varied in men from 12.3% (EWGSOP1) to 2.9% (EWGSOP
2). EWGSOP2 identified the smallest proportion of sarcopenia
in comparison with EWGSOP1 and FNIH for both women and
men for all three levels of sarcopenia.

Table 3 and Figure 1 show the prevalence estimates for
sarcopenia (age standardized) for each level of sarcopenia.
Depending on the definition used, the prevalence of all
levels of sarcopenia in the Australian population was low with
0.2–13.4% in women and 0.5–36.7% in men.

Sarcopenia and age

To explore the relationships between age and the prevalence
of sarcopenia using the different definitions, the prevalence
of sarcopenia was stratified by age decades (Figure 2). The
prevalence of sarcopenia was higher in older age groups for
each definition. However, the results were not consistent
across all definitions. Additionally, analyses were not possible
for some definitions owing to low numbers of participants
identified with sarcopenia.

Table 2 Participant characteristics

Women (n = 323) Men (n = 342)

Age (year) 70 (64–75) 70 (66–78)
Weight (kg) 73.9 (±15.4) 83.9 (±13.8)
Height (m) 1.59 (±0.06) 1.73 (±0.07)
BMI (kg/m2) 29 (±6) 28 (±4)
Obese n (%) 133 (41.2%) 96 (28.1%)
HGS (kg) 23 (±6) 37 (±6)
ALM/height2 (kg/m2) 6.59 (±0.79) 8.25 (±0.93)
ALM/BMI (m2) 0.59 (±0.10) 0.89 (±0.12)
TUG (s) 9.1 (7.9–10.8) 9.2 (8.0–10.7)
Gait speed (m/s) — 0.9 (±0.2)
Co-morbid conditions
(CCI ≥ 2) n (%)

57 (18.3%) 100 (29.2%)

Data are expressed as mean (±SD) or median (IQR) and n (%).
Missing data: TUG n = 3 women, n = 2 men; CCI n = 11 women;
HGS n = 1 men; gait speed n = 323 women, n = 7 men.
ALM, appendicular lean mass; ALM/BMI, appendicular lean mass/
body mass index; ALM/ht2, appendicular lean mass/height2;
CCI, Charlson co-morbidity index; HGS, handgrip strength;
TUG, timed up-and-go test.

Table 3 Definition-specific propositions of sarcopenia and the age-standardized estimated prevalence rate

Criteria
Proportion n (%) Prevalence (mean% and CI)

Women Men Women Men

EWGSOP1
Pre-sarcopenia ALM/ht2 38 (11.8) 42 (12.3) 11.9 (8.2–15.6) 11.5 (8.3–14.7)
Sarcopenia HGS + ALM/ht2 19 (5.9) 11 (3.2) 5.9 (3.4–8.4) 2.9 (1.9–4.0)

GS + ALM/ht2 — 20 (6.0) — 5.3 (3.5–7.1)
TUG + ALM/ht2 33 (10.3) 35 (10.3) 10.3 (6.9–13.7) 5.8 (3.4–8.1)

Severe sarcopenia HGS + ALM/ht2 + GS — 9 (2.7) — 2.4 (1.5–3.4)
HGS + ALM/ht2 + TUG 18 (5.6) 10 (2.9) 5.7 (3.2–8.2) 2.7 (1.7–3.6)

EWGSOP2
Probable sarcopenia HGS 49 (13.7) 10 (2.9) 13.4 (10–16.8) 2.7 (1.7–3.6)
Confirmed sarcopenia HGS + ALM/ht2 8 (2.5) 2 (0.6) 2.3 (1.1–3.4) 0.5 (0.2–0.9)
Severe sarcopenia HGS + ALM/ht2 + GS — 2 (0.6) — 0.5 (0.2–0.9)

HGS + ALM/ht2 + TUG 1 (0.3) 0 0.2 (0–0.5) 0
FNIH
Slowness GS — 110 (32.8) — 36.7 (30.8–42.5)
Weakness and low lean mass HGS + ALM/BMI 11 (3.4) 4 (1.2) 4.0 (2.1–5.8) 1.1 (0.6–1.5)
Slowness with weakness and low lean mass GS + HGS + ALM/BMI — 4 (1.2) — 1.1 (0.6–1.6)

ALM, appendicular lean mass; ALM/BMI, appendicular lean mass/body mass index; ALM/height2, appendicular lean mass/height2;
EWGSOP1, using EWGSOP1 criteria and their recommended cut-off points; EWGSOP2, using EWGSOP2 criteria and its recommended
cut-off points; FNIH, using FNIH criteria and their recommended cut-off points; GS, gait speed; HGS, handgrip strength; TUG: timed
up-and-go test.
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Sarcopenia and sex

We pooled data for women and men to statistically assess sex
differences for the definition of EWGSOP1, EWGSOP2 (both
HGS + ALM/height2), and FNIH (HGS + ALM/BMI). Sarcopenia
was more common in women than in men across all defini-
tions [EWGSOP1: women 19 (5.9%) vs. men 11 (3.2%);

x2(1) = 2.72, P = 0.10; EWGSOP2: 8 (2.5%) vs. 2 (0.6%);
x2(1) = 4.00, P = 0.05; and FNIH 11 (3.4%) vs. 4 (1.2%);
x2(1) = 3.75, P = 0.05]. After age was adjusted, the sex
differences were sustained across all definitions (EWGSOP1
OR 2.14, 95% CI 1.00–4.61, P = 0.05; EWGSOP2 OR 1.03,
95% CI 1.01–1.05, P = 0.007; and FNIH OR 1.03, 95% CI
1.01–1.05, P = 0.005).

Figure 1 Levels of sarcopenia estimates for women and men. EWGSOP1, using European Working Group on Sarcopenia in Older People 1 criteria and
their recommended cut-off points; EWGSOP2, using EWGSOP2 criteria and its recommended cut-off points; FNIH, using US Foundation for the National
Institutes of Health criteria and their recommended cut-off points; ALM, appendicular lean mass; GS, gait speed; HGS, handgrip strength; ALM/ht2,
appendicular lean mass/height

2
; ALM/BMI, appendicular lean mass/body mass index; TUG, timed up-and-go (TUG) test. Error bars are 95% confidence

interval.
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Sarcopenia and co-morbidity

With the use of EWGSOP1, EWGSOP2, and FNIH criteria, 7/18
(38.9%), 3/8 (37.5%), and 2/10 (20.0%) of women with
sarcopenia had two or more co-morbid conditions. For men,
the numbers were 5/11 (45.5%) for EWGSOP1, 1/2 (50.0%)
for EWGSOP2, and 0/4 (0.0%) for FNIH. For those with
sarcopenia and a CCI ≥ 2, the most common co-morbid con-
ditions were tumours [(33/57 (57.9%) for women and
77/100 (77.0%) for men] and diabetes [16/57 (28.1%) for
women and 24/100 for men].

Sarcopenia and obesity

With the use of EWGSOP1, EWGSOP2, and FNIH criteria, 0/19
(0.0%), 0/8 (0.0%), and 6/11 (54.5%) of women with

sarcopenia were also obese. For men, the numbers were
2/11 (18.2%) for EWGSOP1, 0/2 (0.0%) for EWGSOP2, and
2/4 (50.0%) for FNIH.

Agreement

Table 4 presents the degree of agreement between
sarcopenia (low muscle mass + low muscle strength) using
two criteria for women and men. Kappa coefficients
(κ) ranged from 0.12 to 0.58.

Discussion

This study provides prevalence estimates for sarcopenia
according to different criteria and cut-off points in a sample

Figure 2 Prevalence of sarcopenia for women and men by age group. EWGSOP1, using European Working Group on Sarcopenia in Older People 1
criteria and their recommended cut-off points; EWGSOP2, using EWGSOP2 criteria and its recommended cut-off points; FNIH, using US Foundation for
the National Institutes of Health criteria and their recommended cut-off points; ALM, appendicular lean mass; GS, gait speed; HGS, handgrip strength;
ALM/ht2, appendicular lean mass/height2; ALM/BMI, appendicular lean mass/body mass index. TUG, timed up-and-go (TUG) test. Error bars are 95%
confidence interval.
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of men and women from the Australian population. We
applied three definitions that were applicable to the
Australian population profile. Using these definitions, we ob-
tained substantial differences in prevalence estimates for
sarcopenia and sarcopenia parameters, and the level of
agreement between definitions varied widely. Regardless,
the prevalence of sarcopenia increased with advancing age
across all definitions.

The different cut-off points used in EWGSOP1 and
EWGSOP2 resulted in a large range in the prevalence
estimates for low ALM/height2 and slow TUG. Previous
researchers have highlighted that the prevalence of these
sarcopenia parameters is determined by the cut-off points,
which in turn are determined by different reference ranges,
measurement techniques, and diagnostic criteria.12,17,19

Bischoff et al. suggested the cut-off point of ≥12 s for slow
TUG. The EWGSOP2 definition cites Bischoff et al. but uses
a higher threshold for slow TUG of ≥20 s.2,15 Owing to the
inconsistency in the threshold for TUG and the apparent lack
of normalized data for TUG in the USA, we did not apply TUG
to the FNIH criteria.

We report large differences in the prevalence estimates for
three levels of sarcopenia. The prevalence of pre-sarcopenia
was consistently higher than for confirmed sarcopenia;
and the prevalence of confirmed sarcopenia was higher
than for severe sarcopenia. This was consistent with a
cross-sectional study that used different definitions for
sarcopenia in 132 older community-dwelling Brazilians.12

The prevalence estimates for sarcopenia were lower if based
on definitions using muscle mass and strength (6.1–36.6%)
rather than definitions using muscle mass (8.3–60.6%) or
muscle strength (48.8–54.2%) alone.

In our study, the prevalence of confirmed sarcopenia
increased with advancing age. This pattern is in agreement
with a population-based study of 329 Dutch women
aged 38–78 years, using seven diagnostic criteria (muscle
mass + HGS). The authors reported that the prevalence of
sarcopenia ranged from 0% to 15.6% in women aged
<60 years, 0.0–21.8% in women aged 60–69 years, and
0.0–25.8% in women aged ≥70 years.11

The low agreement we identified between most definitions
replicates previous literature. Dam et al17 from FNIH

examined the difference between FNIH definitions and other
operational sarcopenia definitions, including EWGSOP1. The
agreements between the FNIH criteria and other criteria
ranged from 0.07 to 0.32 in men and 0.05 to 0.19 in
women.17 Definitions recognized globally may not be suitable
for application in populations residing in different geographic
areas. Large datasets from representative populations are
needed in the future, to aid in determining cut-points for
the corresponding population.

A recent study by Yang et al.29 examined the
prevalence and factors associated with sarcopenia in
community-dwelling older adults in China using the defini-
tions of EWGSOP2 in comparison with EWGSOP1, Asian
Working Group for Sarcopenia, International Working Group
on Sarcopenia, and FNIH. The agreement between preva-
lence estimates for EWGSOP2 and other definitions ranged
from 0.16 to 0.60 in men and 0.19 to 0.51 in women.

Poor agreement between the FNIH and EWGSOP defini-
tions likely reflects the adjustment of lean mass for by BMI
(for FNIH) or height2 (for EWGSOP), if not the cut-off values
themselves. Usually, a low ALM/BMI is associated with higher
fat mass and likely presents as sarcopenic obesity or
accompanying metabolic disease, while people with low
ALM/height2 are leaner and have lower body weight. Dufour
et al.30 and Spira et al.31 both recommended indexing lean
mass to BMI rather than height as low values are more likely
to be associated with negative physical outcomes. Indeed,
our results indicate that according to EWGSOP criteria, just
over one third of women and approximately one half of
men with sarcopenia had two or more co-morbid conditions,
but this proportion was much lower for FNIH criteria. By con-
trast, approximately one half of individuals with sarcopenia
by FNIH criteria were obese, but this was much lower for
EWGSOP. Of note, none of the men with sarcopenia by FNIH
had two or more co-morbidities, and none of the women
with sarcopenia by EWGSOP were obese. Thus, our study
suggests that FNIH criteria are more likely to identify individ-
uals with sarcopenic obesity, while EWGSOP criteria are more
likely to identify sarcopenic individuals with multiple
co-morbid conditions.

The strength of our cross-sectional study was the use of a
large population-based data set to minimize the variance that
arises naturally from differing participant characteristics in
multiple samples. Nonetheless, our findings cannot be
generalized to other geographic areas. Furthermore, gait
speed was not available for women. We acknowledge that
for EWGSOP2, we did not start the case finding process with
a screening questionnaire such as SARC-F32 or as a result of
clinical suspicion, which could have impacted on the
prevalence estimates for sarcopenia reported here. Although
we pooled the data to identify sex differences in the numbers
of men and women identified with sarcopenia, we note
that our male and female participants were assessed at
different times.

Table 4 Agreement of sarcopenia definitions

EWGSOP1 EWGSOP2

EWGSOP2
Women 0.578
Men 0.301 —

FNIH
Women 0.164 0.187
Men 0.118 0

EWGSOP1: using EWGSOP1 criteria and their recommended cut-off
points; EWGSOP2: using EWGSOP2 criteria and its recommended
cut-off points; FNIH: using FNIH criteria and their recommended
cut-off points.
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To conclude, in our sample of men and women
aged 60 years and older, EWGSOP1 criteria identified the
highest sarcopenia prevalence estimates, while EWGSOP2
identified the lowest. We report large variations in agree-
ment between sarcopenia definitions and correspondingly
large variations in the prevalence estimates of sarcopenia
derived from the same sample of older women and men
using these definitions.
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